UPSILON STATE BYLAWS

Adopted June 9, 1984

Amended June 20, 1987; June l8, 1988; June 10, 1989;

 June 20, 1992; May 15, 1993; June 14, 1997; June 5, 1999; 

June 9, 2001; June 15, 2002; June 11, 2005; June 17, 2006; 
June 7, 2008; June 27, 2009; June 11, 2011. 
Article I: Name and Insignia

Section l. The name of this state organization shall be Upsilon State, Iowa, of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International, hereafter known as Upsilon State.

Section 2. Each chapter in Upsilon State shall be designated by a Greek letter or a combination of Greek letters assigned sequentially in order of chartering.

Section 3. Insignia

A. The official insignia of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International shall be a key.

B. The key shall be a vertical ellipse.  Across its center,  shall signify key women educators.  Above the letters, a wreath of laurel leaves shall signify honor.  Below the letters, a cup shall signify knowledge.

Section 4. Upsilon State Organization of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International shall be registered with the Iowa Secretary of State as a non-profit educational organization. 

Article II: Object and Mission Statement

Section l. Object: The object of Upsilon State shall be to promote the purposes of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International as found in the Constitution, Article II, and to act as liaison between chapters and the International Society.

Section 2. Mission Statement: The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International promotes professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in education. 

Article III: Membership

Section l. The membership of Upsilon State shall be composed of active, reserve, and honorary members of chapters within the boundaries of the state.   Membership records shall be kept at the chapter level.
Section 2. Chapters in the state shall have full power to act in matters of chapter membership in accordance with the Constitution, Article III; the International Standing Rules; the State Bylaws; the State Standing Rules. 
Section 3. Any member or chapter may recommend candidates for state honorary membership.  Recommendations shall be screened by the State Membership Committee and presented to the Executive Board.  A four-fifths (4/5) vote of approval by the Executive Board is required.  Orientation and initiation of state honorary members shall be the responsibility of the State Membership Committee.

Article IV Finance

Section l. Annual Dues

A. State annual dues shall be an amount determined in accordance with the Upsilon State Standing   

Rules.

B. Annual dues and scholarship fee shall be paid no later than October 31 of each year.  On November l, members shall be dropped for nonpayment of dues and fees.

C.  All dues and fees shall be collected by the chapter treasurer.  State and international dues and fees shall be forwarded to the state treasurer by November 10.

  Section 2. Financial Controls

A. The fiscal year for Upsilon State and all chapters shall begin July l and shall end June 30.

B. In 2011, and every four years thereafter, the Finance Committee shall review the honorariums paid to the state treasurer, the state editor, and the state web master to determine if adjustments should be recommended.

C. The Finance Committee shall be chaired by the state president.  The other members of the committee shall be one other state officer, one past state president, one chapter president, one chapter treasurer, and one other person.  The state treasurer shall serve ex officio.

D. The Finance Committee shall submit a proposed budget for adoption by the Executive Board at the annual state convention.  A copy of the proposed budget shall be sent to each member of the Executive Board at least ten (10) days prior to the annual state convention.

E. The report of the annual financial review shall be submitted to the Executive Board for adoption.  This financial review shall be conducted between July l and July 30 by a committee of three (3) persons appointed by the president.  No member of the Finance Committee or state officer shall serve on the Financial Review Committee.

F. Expenses shall be paid by the treasurer after receiving a voucher signed by the president.
G. All matters of finance shall be conducted in accordance with the Constitution, Article IV; the International Standing Rules; the Upsilon State Bylaws; and the Upsilon State Standing Rules.

Section 3. Funds

A. Operating expenses of the state organization shall be paid from the Available Fund, according to the budget adopted annually.

B. Assets of the Permanent Fund shall total not less than thirty percent of the Available Fund annual income.  Investment income from the Permanent Fund may be allocated to the Available Fund. 

C. The Scholarship Fund shall be maintained from annual scholarship fees paid by active and reserve members and from private donations. 

D. The Memorial Award Fund shall be maintained from voluntary contributions in memory or in honor of members, nonmembers, or chapters.

E. The International Student Grant Fund shall be maintained from voluntary contributions.
F. Interest from the Marjorie Chollett Scholarship Fund may be used for Upsilon State scholarships.

Article V: Organization

Section l. Chapters

A. Each chapter shall govern the conduct of its business in a manner consistent with the Constitution, the International Standing Rules, the Upsilon State Bylaws, the Upsilon State Standing Rules, and its Chapter Rules. 
B. Each chapter shall adopt chapter rules and shall submit them to the State Rules Committee for review periodically.

C. The chapter officers, except the treasurer, shall be elected in even-numbered years by a majority vote.

(l.) The term of each elected officer shall be two years.  Chapters shall not elect or appoint co-officers.  No officer except the treasurer may serve in the same office longer than two terms in succession.  All officers shall take office on July l following their election.

(2.) The treasurer shall be selected by the Executive Board each biennium.

D. The chapter president or her designee shall represent the chapter as a voting member of the State Executive Board.

Section 2. Expansion

A. The State Executive Board, upon recommendation of the State Expansion Committee, shall approve the organization of a new chapter and the reorganization of existing chapters.

B. Recommendations of candidates for membership in a new chapter shall be screened and selected by the State Membership and Expansion Committees.  If an existing chapter is sponsoring the organization of a new chapter, the recommended candidates may be screened and voted upon by the sponsoring chapter.

C. The Expansion Committee shall be responsible for the initiation of members for a new chapter, the organization and installation of new chapters, and the reorganization of existing chapters.

D. Each newly-organized chapter shall have a minimum of twelve charter members.
Section 3. Coordinating Councils

A. A coordinating council shall be organized in any county and/or city where more than one chapter exists.

B. Each chapter shall be equally represented on the coordinating council.  Minimal membership shall be the chapter president and one other member.

C. The coordinating council shall meet at least once a year for the purposes of clearing prospective members and planning activities of benefit to all members.

D. Area coordinators shall act as liaisons between the state organization and the coordinating councils.

Section 4. State Areas

A. The state shall be divided into thirteen geographic areas, as identified in the Upsilon State Standing Rules, Article VII, Section I, A. 

(1.) Each area shall be responsible for hosting the state convention once during each thirteen-year rotation, according to the area group’s sequence in the convention schedule of the Standing Rules, Article VII, Meetings, Section 1, A.

(2.) Each area group may invite the state president to a meeting of the area group chapters once each biennium, according to the details listed in the Standing Rules, Article VII, Section 5, B and C. 

                B. Area coordinators

(1.) Area coordinators shall serve as liaisons between the state organization and the chapters and coordinating councils.

(2.) Area coordinators shall be appointed by the president in odd years for a term of two years. 

(3.) Area coordinators shall serve as members of the leadership team and as nonvoting members of the State Executive Board unless they also serve the Executive Board as voting members in such capacities as state officers, past state presidents, or chapter presidents.

(4.) The area coordinator shall attend at least one meeting each biennium of each chapter in her designated area.

(5.) Each area coordinator shall be furnished with a copy of the International Constitution and Standing Rules, Handbook, Upsilon State Bylaws, Upsilon State Standing Rules, and the current chapter rules for each chapter in her designated area.  These materials shall be passed on to succeeding coordinators. 

Article VI: Officers and Related Personnel

Section l. State Organization Officers and Related Personnel

A. The elected state officers, all of whom must be members of the Society, shall be a president, a first vice-president, a second vice-president, and a secretary.  A treasurer, who must be a member of the Society, shall be selected by the Executive Board.  

B. A parliamentarian, who must be a member of the Society, shall be appointed by the president.

Section 2. Duties

A. The state officers and parliamentarian shall perform the duties as prescribed in the Constitution, Article /VI, and as authorized by the Upsilon State Bylaws.

B. Each state officer and the parliamentarian shall prepare a written annual report, which shall be distributed to members at the state convention.

C. The state president and first vice-president shall submit reports of work accomplished on forms supplied by Society Headquarters.

Section 3. Term of Office

A. Officers shall be elected by the state convention in odd-numbered years and shall have a term of two (2) years unless otherwise specified or until a successor has been named.

B. No officer except the treasurer may serve in the same office longer than two terms in succession.

C. All officers shall take office on July l following their election.

D. The treasurer shall be recommended by the Finance Committee and approved by the Executive Board in even-numbered years for a term of two (2) years.

Section 4. Vacancies

A. If a vacancy should occur in the office of president, the first vice-president shall become president.

B. If a vacancy should occur in the office of president or first vice-president, the second vice-president shall become first vice-president.

C. If a vacancy should occur in any other elective position or in appointive positions, the president shall name a successor for each vacancy.

Section 5. Nominations and Elections

A. Recommendations for offices and for the Nominations Committee may be sent to the Nominations Committee by any chapter or by individual members.

B. Nominations for office shall be made by the Nominations Committee, composed of a chairman and four members.  The committee shall be elected by ballot at the convention in odd-numbered years.

 (l.) The committee shall submit the name of one nominee for each elective office.  The committee shall also submit the name of one nominee for the chairmanship and the names of four nominees for membership on the State Nominations Committee.  Consent of each nominee must be obtained.

(2.) The Nominations chairman shall send to the state editor the slate of candidates for offices and for the Nominations Committee.  The chairman shall notify each candidate selected by the Nominations Committee by either telephone or letter for a confirmation of that nomination.  She shall also request that the candidate send information concerning her qualifications to the state editor for publication in the Upsilon State News Bulletin prior to the state convention at which the elections shall be held.

(3.) Other nominations may be made from the floor with the consent of the nominees.

(4.) A member of the Nominations Committee shall not be considered for an elective position in the state organization while serving on the Nominations Committee.

(5.) A state officer shall not be considered a candidate for the Nominations Committee.

C. Elections shall be by ballot with the candidate receiving the majority of votes cast being elected.  If there is but one nominee for a position, the election may be by voice vote.  If there are more than two nominees for any position, the candidate then receiving a plurality of votes cast shall be elected.  If no candidate then receives a plurality, the method of election shall be determined by the voting body.

D. The election procedure shall be consistent with Constitution Article VI, International Standing Rules 6.

E. The Nominations Committee shall prepare the ballot and conduct the election as directed by the president when a vote by ballot is required.
Section 6. Each state officer and the state parliamentarian shall maintain in her files a current inventory of Society materials.  A copy shall be sent biennially to the state president.   

Article VII: Meetings

Section l. State Convention

A. Business of the state shall be conducted annually at a convention held at a time and place as determined by the Executive Board for the purpose of receiving reports, adopting and amending Standing Rules, amending Bylaws, electing officers, and conducting other business which may properly come before the convention.

B. Every Upsilon State member registered at the convention may vote.     

C. A roll call vote shall be taken when sustained by a majority vote or when requested by five chapter presidents.  The chapter president, or her official representative, shall cast the votes for her chapter.  The chapter shall be allowed one vote for every five chapter active and reserve members or major fraction thereof as determined by the official membership records of the state treasurer.  The chapter’s votes may be divided. 

D. A quorum shall be a majority of the Upsilon State members registered at the convention.

Section 2. Leadership Development Workshops

A. Workshops for newly-elected chapter officers, chairmen, and other interested personnel shall be held in even-numbered years.

B. The workshops shall be conducted by the Leadership Development Committee and shall be for the purposes of leadership training and dissemination of Society information.

C. The dates and sites for these workshops shall be approved by the Executive Board at its fall meeting preceding the workshops.

Section 3. Additional meetings of the state organization may be set by the Executive Board.

Article VIII: Executive Board

Section l. State Executive Board

A. The members of the Executive Board shall be the elected officers, past state presidents who are Upsilon State members, and the chapter presidents.  The treasurer, the parliamentarian, and the area coordinators shall be ex officio members without vote.

B. The duties of the Executive Board shall include the following:

(l.) Recommending policies and procedures for consideration by the state convention.

(2.) Adopting and reviewing the state legislative platform proposed by the Legislation Committee.

(3.) Considering proposed amendments to the State Bylaws and Standing Rules.

(4.) Acting in the interim between conventions upon matters requiring immediate decisions.

(5.) Examining, modifying if necessary, and adopting the state budget.

(6.) Establishing the procedures for budget development, for budget approval, and for the supervision of state finances.

(7.) Determining dates and sites for state meetings and budgeting for their expenses.

(8.) Selecting the treasurer, prescribing her duties, and determining her term of office.

 (9.) Approving the organization of new chapters and the reorganization of existing chapters.

(10.)Determining boundaries of new chapters and altering boundaries of existing chapters.

(ll.) Acting on a recommendation by the Expansion Committee concerning the dissolution of a chapter.

(l2.) Paying the liabilities of Upsilon State and disposing of its assets in the event of the dissolution of the state organization.

(l3.) Selecting the recipients for the Upsilon State Achievement Award.

C. Meetings of the Executive Board shall be held annually at the state convention and may also be held in the  fall.  Special meetings may be called by the president with thirty (30) days’ notice.

(l.) A quorum shall be a majority of the voting members of the Board.

(2.)A chapter president who is unable to attend the State Executive Board meeting may appoint an official representative who shall have full privileges of participation. 

D. A vote by postal mail or electronic mail is authorized when necessary.

Section 2. Chapter Executive Boards shall function in accordance with the Constitution, Article VII, Section C.

Article IX: Committees

Section l. Standing Committees shall be the following:

A. Society Business

 (l.) Expansion

 (2.) Finance

 (3.) Leadership Development

 (4.) Membership

 (5.) Nominations

 (6.) Rules

B. Program of Work  

 (l.) Program

 (2.) Legislation

 (3.) Personal Growth and Services

 (4.) Professional Affairs

 (5.) Research

C. Educational Services

 (l.) Achievement Award

 (2.) Communications

 (3.) Scholarships

 (4.) World Fellowships

Section 2. Procedures

A. The president shall appoint all standing committees and committee chairmen except for the Nominations Committee.

B. The president shall be an ex officio member of all committees except the Nominations Committee.

C. Committee meetings shall be held with the approval of the president.

D. Matters requiring immediate committee action may be voted upon by postal mail or e-mail with all members of the committee having been notified.

E. The editor, state web master, and the chairman of each standing committee shall submit an annual written report, which shall be distributed to members at the state convention.

F. The state editor, the state web master, and each chairman of a standing committee shall maintain in her files a current inventory of Society materials.  A copy shall be sent biennially to the state president.

G. The state editor, state web master, membership chairman, and scholarship chairman shall submit reports of work accomplished on forms supplied by Society Headquarters.

Section 3.  Duties of all committees shall be as stated in the Constitution, Article VIII; the Upsilon State Bylaws; the  Standing Rules; and the current Handbook.

A. Society Business

(l.) The Expansion Committee shall be responsible for expansion within the state.  The State Membership chairman shall serve as ex officio member of the Expansion Committee.

   (2.) The Finance Committee shall be responsible for supervision of the financial affairs of Upsilon State, including recommendations for the expenditures and investment of funds, and for the preparation of a budget for adoption by the Executive Board.

(3.) The Leadership Development Committee shall plan and conduct area workshops in even-numbered years.

(4.) The Membership Committee shall study and make recommendations related to membership.

    (5.) The Nominations Committee’s election, personnel, and duties shall be as described in Article VI, Section 5 of these Bylaws and in the Standing Rules.

(6.) The Rules Committee shall receive all proposals for amending State Bylaws, shall present appropriate amendments to the Executive Board, and shall present amendments approved by the Executive Board to the convention for a vote.  The committee shall review State Bylaws and Standing Rules following each revision of the Constitution and International Standing Rules.  The committee shall review chapter rules following amendments to the Constitution, International Standing Rules, Upsilon State Bylaws, and Upsilon State Standing Rules.

B. Program of Work  
 (l.) The Program Committee shall acquaint chapters with the plans of the international and state committees and shall assist chapters with program materials and suggestions. 
(2.) The Legislation Committee shall be responsible for initiating legislative action for the improvement of education and the status of women.

(3.) The Personal Growth and Services Committee shall implement the plans of the international committee and shall develop such programs and projects as may be of interest or of benefit to members.

(4.) The Professional Affairs Committee shall be responsible for implementing the plans of the international committee and for initiating and developing such related programs as the state may authorize.

(5.) The Research Committee shall conduct appropriate research and shall publicize studies of the Society and other research pertinent to education and to women. 

C.  Educational Services  
(l.) The Achievement Award Committee shall be responsible for informing members about the Achievement Award, distributing nomination forms upon request, and receiving nominations for the award.  The committee shall review nomination forms submitted and determine if nominees meet all requirements for the award.  The committee chairman shall mail ballots and information on each nominee to members of the State Executive Board and shall send a report of the balloting and the marked ballots to the state president.

(2.) The Communications Committee shall promote the use of print and electronic publications and communications of the Society and shall be responsible for publications and the state web site authorized by Upsilon State.

(3.) The Scholarships Committee shall promote the work of the International Scholarships Committee, promote interest and support for scholarships, and administer Upsilon State’s Scholarship and Memorial Award programs.

(4.) The World Fellowships Committee shall promote the work of the International World Fellowships Committee and shall administer Upsilon State’s International Student Grants.

Section 4.  Ad hoc committees may be appointed by the president, who shall determine expenses for each committee.

Article X: Activities, Awards, Memorials

Section l. Scholarships

A. The number of scholarships and the name of each shall be recommended by the Scholarships Committee and adopted by the members in convention.

B. Upsilon State Scholarships have been named to honor the following state leaders:  Agnes Samuelson, Jessie Parker, Mabel McKee, Nina Goltry, Nina Brown, Christine Petersen McCormick, Florence Prehm, Margaret Mann, Ruth Jackson, Marian Speake, Lucile March, Estella Williamson, Neva Barnhart, Betty Piercy, Pat Montgomery, Marian Ponder, Delight Killinger, and Mary Elizabeth “Betty” Cunningham.

C. Rules governing the administration of the scholarship program and scholarship amounts shall be recommended by the Scholarships Committee to the Executive Board for adoption.  The committee shall select the recipients.

D. The Scholarships Committee shall maintain an up-to-date follow-up record of scholarship recipients. 

Section 2. Memorial Award Scholarship
A. The amount of this Award and the requirements for candidates for the Award shall be recommended by the Scholarships Committee and approved by the Executive Board.  The Scholarships Committee shall select the recipients.

B. The Memorial Award Fund shall be maintained by voluntary contributions.

Section 3. International Student Grants

A. The World Fellowships Committee may award grants to international students studying in Iowa colleges or universities.

B. Two of the International Student Grants shall be financed from the Available Fund, and all others shall be financed from the International Student Grant Fund.

C. The amount and requirements of these grants shall be recommended by the World Fellowships Committee and approved by the Executive Board.

D. The International Student Grant Fund shall be maintained by voluntary contributions.

Section 4. Legislation

A. The Legislation Committee shall annually develop a state legislative platform and present it to the State Executive Board for adoption at the fall meeting.  The platform may be amended at meetings of the Executive Board held during the state convention or during a special session.

B. The Legislation Committee shall represent Upsilon State as authorized by the Upsilon State Standing Rules, Article X, Section 4.

Section 5. Publications

A. The Upsilon State News Bulletin shall be published periodically as specified by Upsilon State Standing Rules, Article X, Section 5, A, and shall be sent to all members in the state.

B. A state directory shall be published and distributed as recommended by the president and approved by the Executive Board.

Section 6. Upsilon State Achievement Award

A. The Upsilon State Achievement Award may be given to a member of Upsilon State who has merited recognition for her distinguished record of service to the state organization.

B. The Achievement Award Committee shall be composed of four members, representing the four geographic areas of the state, each appointed by the president to serve a four-year term.  Terms shall be staggered so that only one committee member shall be appointed each year with the senior member chairing the committee.  No Upsilon State member shall be a member of this committee while she is serving in an elective position for the state organization.

C. The criteria and process for selection of recipients shall be as specified in the Standing Rules, Article X, Section 6.

Section 7. Upon the death of a past state president or the current president, Upsilon State shall contribute fifty dollars in her name to the Upsilon State Memorial Award Fund unless the president has previously notified the state treasurer that she wishes the $50 to be designated for another specified purpose.

Article XI: Dissolution

Section l. Upsilon State

                In the event of the dissolution of the state organization, the State Executive Board shall, after paying all of the liabilities of Upsilon State, dispose of all assets of the state organization as outlined in the l986 Restated Articles of Incorporation of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society of Iowa.

Section 2. Dissolution of a Chapter

A. When a chapter is considering dissolution or reorganization, the chapter president shall contact the State Expansion Committee chairman.  The chairman and committee members shall meet with chapter members to explore options for maintaining, reorganizing, or dissolving their chapter.  The chapter members’ decision,  which may be voted on at that meeting or at a later date, shall be reported to the State Expansion Committee chairman. 

B.   The State Executive Board may, upon the recommendation of the State Expansion Committee, approve the dissolution of a chapter.

C.   After all of the chapter’s liabilities have been paid, any remaining funds shall be sent to the state treasurer.  After transfer of members from the dissolved chapter has been completed, the state treasurer shall send the dissolved chapter’s remaining funds to the receiving chapter(s) on a pro-rated basis.  If no members transfer, the funds shall remain in the state treasury.

D.    The State Membership Committee shall facilitate the transfer of members of the dissolved chapter to other chapters.

E. The chapter charter shall be returned to the state president who shall forward it to International Headquarters.

F. The dissolved chapter’s records, Society publications, and other historical materials shall be retained in the state archives.  The chapter’s paraphernalia shall be available for purchase or loan with the approval of the State Executive Board.

G. The State Executive Board shall determine whether the name of the dissolved chapter shall be used again.

Article XII: Parliamentary Authority

Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised (current edition)  shall govern the proceedings of Upsilon State and its chapters in all cases not provided for in the Constitution, the International Standing Rules, the Upsilon State Bylaws, the Upsilon State Standing Rules, and individual Chapter Rules.

Article XIII: Amendments

Section l. These Bylaws may be amended at any annual convention by a two-thirds (2/3) vote.  All proposed amendments to the Bylaws by any member, committee, board, or chapter shall be submitted to the Rules Committee.

Section 2. The chairman of the State Rules Committee shall notify those who had proposed amendments to the Bylaws or Rules as to the disposition of their proposals.

Section 3. Notice of proposed amendments approved by the Rules Committee shall be mailed to all members of the State Executive Board at least thirty (30) days before the state convention.  Notice of these proposed amendments shall also be printed in an issue of the Upsilon State News Bulletin prior to the state convention. Proposed amendments to the Bylaws and Rules shall be printed as motions.  Rationale for each proposed amendment shall include the identification of the member or group proposing the amendment and a statement of fiscal impact.

Section 4. The Rules Committee shall make recommendations for amendments to the Executive Board.  All such proposed amendments must be approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Executive Board before being submitted to the convention.

Section 5. Proposed amendments to the Bylaws which have been rejected by the Rules Committee may be presented to the State Executive Board if a motion to allow the presentation of the rejected amendments is approved by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the Executive Board.  The state president and the state Rules chairman shall be notified in writing of the intent to present such a motion at least thirty (30) days prior to the opening of the convention.

Section 6. Standing Rules may be adopted by a majority vote at an annual convention after receiving approval by a majority vote of the State Executive Board.  Standing Rules may be amended or rescinded at an annual convention by a two-thirds (2/3) vote after having received a two-thirds (2/3) vote of approval by the State Executive Board. 

Section 7. A notice of amendments to the Upsilon State Bylaws and the Upsilon State Standing Rules which have been adopted at the annual convention shall be printed in the next issue of the Upsilon State News Bulletin.

Section 8. Following amendments to the State Bylaws and Standing Rules, the State Rules Chairman shall submit a revised copy of the Bylaws and Standing Rules to the International Constitution Committee for review.

PAGE  
1

