Borrowing eBooks from Your Local Library
By Barbara Cody
Items needed to borrow eBooks from your local library:
1. A Kindle, smartphone, iPhone, iPad, and/or tablet.
2. A current library card with a bar code number.
3. An account with amazon.com.

Three Website Addresses Needed:
Overdrive
https://www.overdrive.com/
Check to see if your library offers eBooks.
Wisconsin’s Digiital Library http://dbooks.wplc.info
Choose eBooks to download to your device. Requires an account with a local
library.
Amazon
http://amazon.com
eBook is downloaded from Amazon. Requires an account with amazon.com.
Find link to: Manage your Content and Devices

Preparing Your Device:
1. If you are using a Kindle product, you are probably already set up with Amazon. If
not, you will have to set up your Kindle with Amazon.
2. If you are using a smartphone or tablet. Check to see if you already have Kindle
installed on your device. If it is not already installed, go to Play Store, or Store, or
App Store to install Kindle unto your device. A wi-fi connection may be needed to
install the Kindle. Then click on the Kindle icon and sign into your Amazon account.
Be sure you always use the same email address for all the accounts.

Finding eBooks to Borrow:
3. Go to Overdrive website to find a library near you that has the capability to borrow
eBooks, find a library to use for borrowing eBooks.
4. Obtain a library card from that library that has a code number, if you do not already
have an active card.
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5. Create an account with Amazon.com which may include entering a credit card
number. (Amazon would like to sell you a book you have borrowed, but it is not
required that you buy a book.)
6. Go online to the local library. Click on their link to Wisconsin’s Digital Library.
7. You will need to enter your library card number and Sign In.
8. Search through the site for a eBook to borrow. There is a place to enter a specific
author or book, or choose a category and go through the list of books in this
category.
9. When you find a eBook you would like to borrow, hover over the book, and you will
get the choices of Place a Hold, Sample, Add to Wish List, More. More gives you
more information about the book. If you would like to read this book, click Place a
Hold. You may be taken through a couple more screens, including signing into the
digital library again, confirming your email address, and clicking on Place a Hold one
more time.
10. You will get a screen that says you would receive an email when the book becomes
available. You can then click on the choices to continue browsing, or view your
holds.
11. This Holds page will tell you how many others are ahead of you.

Downloading the eBook to your Device:
12. When your eBook is available to you, you will get an email telling you the eBook is
ready for you to download. Follow the link on the Wisconsin Digital Library, and
click Download. This will take you to Amazon, and click Download, again. You may
need a wi-fi connection to complete the download.
13. Now go to your Kindle Icon on your smartphone or tablet, or to your Kindle device.
The book cover should be on your Kindle. Click on this cover and the book will finish
downloading unto your device and ready for you to read.

Reading the eBook:
14. To read the book, tap on the right side of the page to turn the page. For more
options, tap and hold somewhere in the middle to the page; or swipe from the
botton up or top down. You can change the size of the font, take notes, look up
words, etc.
15. Anytime to you leave your eBook, your device will hold your place so you can return
to it.
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Returning the eBook:
16. When your borrowed time is up, either 7, 14 or 21 days, the book will no longer be
available to you. You can go back and place a hold on it again. Follow the original
directions. When it is available, you can download it to your device again and your
device will open to the page where you left off.

Other notes:
1. You can download an eBook to more than one device.
2. You can change the settings on digital library website to reserve the book for 14 or
21 days rather than 7. Some eBooks can only be on loan for 7 days. Log into
Wisconsin’s Digital Library and go to Settings.
3. You can also borrow audiobooks. Follow the online instructions for how to do this.
4. You can return a book early. Log into your Amazon account, and from the dropdown
under Your Account, click on Manage your Content and Devices.
5. Contact me at bjcody46@gmail.com with questions, helpful hints, and suggestions.
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